Primary nasopharyngeal paraganglioma: a case report.
We report a 49-year-old man with a paraganglioma involving the nasopharynx, which according to the literature is the fourth case in Japan and the twentieth in the world. The initial histopathologic findings of the biopsy specimen from the nasopharyngeal tumor suspected a carcinoid tumor. However, the final histopathologic diagnosis from the surgically resected specimen was paraganglioma, determined by electron microscopy and using several stains, such as Grimelius and Neuron-specific enolase (NSE) stains. We wish to add this case of "primary" nasopharyngeal paraganglioma to the literature, and to report the pathologic findings and clinical course of this unusual case.